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The idea wasn't all that novel. Water with ozone had been T—— 40 brand name stores
used as a cleanser for industrial operations, hospitals and

municipalities for a while. But there wasn't anything for Joe Staff photo
Consumer to use to clean his produce or house.

For Steve Hengsperger, it's all about the ozone.

Two years ago, after spending millions of dollars, the Welland
native invented a way to use ozone-infused water as an anti-
bacteria, anti-viral household cleaner.

Hengsperger's Lotus products did just that. And on Thursday the provincial government named the owner of St.
Catharines-based Tersano Inc. the innovator of the year.

“I didn’t realize it was such an honour until | saw the list of people who were also on the list with me,” Hengsperger said
in a telephone interview. “They are all a lot smarter than me.”

The award, part of the premier's Catalyst Awards that recognize innovation and entrepreneurship in Ontario, comes
with a $200,000 grant.

The money will be used for research and development into uses of the Lotus technology in commercial settings.
“It's a big deal because it allows us to continue with the research to help us continue to expand,” he said. ‘ St. Catharines
e

It took Hengsperger and his team four years to miniaturize technology used to infuse ozone into water so that it could
be used as a household cleaner.

What they created was a spray bottle that, after filled with tap water, is placed into a machine that adds the ozone to
the water.

Car Care Centre

When released into the air, 0zone can be a serious pollutant, irritating the eyes and lungs. Smog warnings during the Maintznance & Repair

summer often include information on the amount of ozone in the air. (905) 682-0011
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When used in water, however, it can be used to kill bacteria and viruses without the use of chemicals.
Shortly after his product was released, Time magazine tagged it as one of the top inventions of 2006.

Hengsperger, who expects $8 million in sales this year, said retailers are anxious to sell environmentally friendly
technology. Getting consumers from a chemically dependent culture to believe they can clean their homes with water is
another thing entirely.

“Consumers are another animal and it's sometimes hard to get them to believe it,” he said.

That's why Tersano is researching more commercial applications of the technology. Specifically, Hengsperger said, the
company is developing a Lotus machine that can clean produce for restaurants.

More information about the Catalyst Awards can be found online at www.mri.gov.on.ca
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Businesses Which Are
Good Corporate
Ciutizens Enjoy Success
The advantages of having a
business with a reputation for
honesty, fairness, and
environmental responsibility
are almost endless. Not only
will such an organization [...]

Reflections on Earth
Day, 2008.

On Earth Day, April 22nd.,
2008, in Southern Ontario, the
temperature was twenty
degrees above normal and
we'd already experienced our
first smog alert of [...]

LYNN OGRYZLO
COMES TO FORT ERIE
LIBRARY

Lynn Ogryzlo is a woman with
a passion and a mission. Her
passion is good food:
particularly fresh, home-grown
Niagara Peninsula food. [...]

MOVIES AND MORE @
YOUR LIBRARY!

"The Water Horse-Legend of
the Deep" is a story for the
whole family that will be
shown as the Saturday movie
matinee [...]

St. Catharines Cribbage
League - Playoff Results
April 21

PLACE TEAM NAME WINS
Points 1 Polish Club 27 5125
2 Summit House 26 5044 3
Merritton Legion 24 5075 4
Thorold Ontarios 24 5060 5
Pitchers 23 5161 6 C.P.S. [...]

Open Letter from
Stamford Kiwanis Club
Letter to the Citizens of
Niagara Falls THE KIWANIS
CLUB OF STAMFORD INC.
An open letter to the citizens
of NIAGARA FALLS [...]

Niagara Regional
Literacy Council
Niagara Regional Literacy
Counciloffers free,
confidential, one-on-one
tutoring for adults unable to
read or write. We also offer
basic math, computer and
workplace skills. For [...]

Stamford Kiwanis

The Stamford Kiwanis Club
meets each Monday at 6:30
p.m. at the Fallsview Plaza
Hotel (formerly the
Renaissance Fallsview Hotel).

"NEW WATER TAX IN
ST. CATHARINES????"
Have you received your water
bill with your little insert that
says we are now being
charged a WATER TAX to pay
for our water [...]

Vote for me on
www.famecast.com
Hello all,l am in an online
talent show and Im trying to
make it to the 2nd round. |
need to be in the top [...]
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Steve’s in the zone — ozone

Invention creates
ozonated water that
takes on dirt, bacteria,
odour, stains, mould

By TIFFANY MAYER
Standard Sta

bir. Clean might want to gralb a copy
of the want ads.

The longtime crusader against all
dlungs dirty couwld fnd himself out of a
job, his mug replaced in cleaning circles

an unlikely candidate.

Tap water.

Steve Hengsperger 5 murning the low-
Iv liquid into a household cleaning su-
PeErpower.

The YWelland native is the master-
mind behind the Lotus Sanitizing Svs-
tem, a contraplion that gives 1ap witer
a boost by infusing it with oxygen,

The result is oronated water, a liquid
that takes on dirt, bacteria, odour,
stains, maould and mildew in househaold
chores and wins, sans chemicals,

“Who would ever think that with rap
water you can do all these things that you
can with chemicals?™ Hengsperser said.

It all started when he set out to devel-
op a water-purification system for
home use, The idea ook on new pur-

pose thanks to Hengsperger's employ-

ees at Advantage Engineering, a com-
pany in Windsor that makes prototype
plastic parts for the automotive indus-

try.
He r, a mechanical engineer,
was ha by his workers' complaints

about chemical smells at work. They
would demand to see material safery

charged, latches on o bactena, includ-
ing E. coli, and oxidizes i,

The system also comes with a bowl o
sanitize fruit and vegetables, even re-
moving pesticide residues, he ex-
plained.,

“What we do get from chefs in restau-
rants whao write in is that the fruits and

data sheets to make sure they vegetables taste better,”
vl?mn:; e S HFF! e -ﬁ;:'nh:::{jn fresher
) ]IEPI.?t ?ﬁfﬂﬂsfﬂcnt stance | VeI think that Iﬂng:w.}lh:* m:l:l.ﬁdh. S ‘
would waver off the clock, he with tap water | 100 orus came on the
explained, ¥ou can 'd'ﬂ all | market this vear in Canad
“It's amazing. At home, | these things | an Tire stores, selling for
they tIELaink nuldl':;rug u«ft:dpr;}r- that you 51{3‘9. s
ing whatever, in and day can with engsperger said his team
out,” he said. chemicals?™ is booking at ways (o improve
Thar's when Hengsﬁ_e:rger i the system :]:u!ﬁ}?ﬂn third-
berte applicasiont for omonat: |, % | the cost in the process. But
ed water — 10 replice clean- CPESDETEET | for now, he's marketing the
ing chemicals in the home, Lotus as money well spent.

Sitting in the boardroom at Tersano
Inc., Hensperger's St. Catharines-based
company that distributes the Lotus, he
rhymed off the atnibutes of ozonated
weater 1o the sound of one of the ma-
chines zapping a water-filled spray bot-
tle with an electrical charge to add the
XA OXVEen.

It's 50 per cent more powerful than
bleach, he said. It works 3,000 times
faster than the chemical, too, because
the extra n molecule, active for
about 15 minutes after the water is

"It's fairly easy o justify 5199 when
you think about the chemicals you buy
in a vear and the fruits and vegetables
that vou'll eat because you won't have
to throw them out,” he saud.

Hengsperger, who divides his time
between Windsor and the Garden Ciry,
said the oughest sell has been his wife,
who wasn't quite ready to give up on
her repertoire of chemical-laden clean-
ing products.

Please see Invention page AB




