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For Steve Hengsperger, it’s all about the ozone.  

Two years ago, after spending millions of dollars, the Welland 
native invented a way to use ozone-infused water as an anti-
bacteria, anti-viral household cleaner.  

The idea wasn’t all that novel. Water with ozone had been 
used as a cleanser for industrial operations, hospitals and 
municipalities for a while. But there wasn’t anything for Joe 
Consumer to use to clean his produce or house.  

Hengsperger’s Lotus products did just that. And on Thursday the provincial government named the owner of St. 
Catharines-based Tersano Inc. the innovator of the year.  

“I didn’t realize it was such an honour until I saw the list of people who were also on the list with me,” Hengsperger said 
in a telephone interview. “They are all a lot smarter than me.”  

The award, part of the premier’s Catalyst Awards that recognize innovation and entrepreneurship in Ontario, comes 
with a $200,000 grant.  

The money will be used for research and development into uses of the Lotus technology in commercial settings.  

“It’s a big deal because it allows us to continue with the research to help us continue to expand,” he said.  

It took Hengsperger and his team four years to miniaturize technology used to infuse ozone into water so that it could 
be used as a household cleaner.  

What they created was a spray bottle that, after filled with tap water, is placed into a machine that adds the ozone to 
the water.  

When released into the air, ozone can be a serious pollutant, irritating the eyes and lungs. Smog warnings during the 
summer often include information on the amount of ozone in the air. 

When used in water, however, it can be used to kill bacteria and viruses without the use of chemicals.  

Shortly after his product was released, Time magazine tagged it as one of the top inventions of 2006.  

Hengsperger, who expects $8 million in sales this year, said retailers are anxious to sell environmentally friendly 
technology. Getting consumers from a chemically dependent culture to believe they can clean their homes with water is 
another thing entirely.  

“Consumers are another animal and it’s sometimes hard to get them to believe it,” he said.  

That’s why Tersano is researching more commercial applications of the technology. Specifically, Hengsperger said, the 
company is developing a Lotus machine that can clean produce for restaurants.  

More information about the Catalyst Awards can be found online at www.mri.gov.on.ca 
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Local News Articles: 

'His time on Earth was just a beginning'; Local 
church filled to capacity for farewell to Mike 
VandenDool 
Region asserts control of cop HQ; Council votes 
to form committee to oversee plans for NRP 
buildings 
Middle class keeps shrinking; Census shows 
more workers at top or bottom of income scale 
QEW detour plan 'fell off the tracks' 
St. Catharines' Len Birchall was 'The Saviour of 
Ceylon'; Sir Winston Churchill admired him, and 
now his hometown will pay permanent respect to 
their wartime hero 
Commemorative tree will be re-planted with a 
plaque 
Just wondering: why the larger footprint to get a 
bigger arena? 
Senior killed in crash ran wine store 
Presentation aims to dispel myths about sexual 
assault 
Developer wraps up its case 

More Local News » 

 

 

grants
Get the money you need. See our complete list of grants  
publicandprivategrants.com

Eco Chic Loft Living
New Condo Building Coming To Uptown Waterloo, 
Ontario  
www.the42.ca

Foundations
Find Foundations now See our Foundations guide  
Shop.Feedplex.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

Businesses Which Are 
Good Corporate 
Ciutizens Enjoy Success
The advantages of having a 
business with a reputation for 
honesty, fairness, and 
environmental responsibility 
are almost endless. Not only 
will such an organization [...] 

Reflections on Earth 
Day, 2008.
On Earth Day, April 22nd., 
2008, in Southern Ontario, the 
temperature was twenty 
degrees above normal and 
we'd already experienced our 
first smog alert of [...] 

LYNN OGRYZLO 
COMES TO FORT ERIE 
LIBRARY
Lynn Ogryzlo is a woman with 
a passion and a mission. Her 
passion is good food: 
particularly fresh, home-grown 
Niagara Peninsula food. [...] 

MOVIES AND MORE @ 
YOUR LIBRARY!
"The Water Horse-Legend of 
the Deep" is a story for the 
whole family that will be 
shown as the Saturday movie 
matinee [...] 

St. Catharines Cribbage 
League - Playoff Results 
April 21
PLACE TEAM NAME WINS 
Points 1 Polish Club 27 5125 
2 Summit House 26 5044 3 
Merritton Legion 24 5075 4 
Thorold Ontarios 24 5060 5 
Pitchers 23 5161 6 C.P.S. [...] 

Open Letter from 
Stamford Kiwanis Club
Letter to the Citizens of 
Niagara Falls THE KIWANIS 
CLUB OF STAMFORD INC. 
An open letter to the citizens 
of NIAGARA FALLS [...] 

Niagara Regional 
Literacy Council
Niagara Regional Literacy 
Counciloffers free, 
confidential, one-on-one 
tutoring for adults unable to 
read or write. We also offer 
basic math, computer and 
workplace skills. For [...] 

Stamford Kiwanis
The Stamford Kiwanis Club 
meets each Monday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Fallsview Plaza 
Hotel (formerly the 
Renaissance Fallsview Hotel). 

"NEW WATER TAX IN 
ST. CATHARINES????"
Have you received your water 
bill with your little insert that 
says we are now being 
charged a WATER TAX to pay 
for our water [...] 

Vote for me on 
www.famecast.com
Hello all,I am in an online 
talent show and Im trying to 
make it to the 2nd round. I 
need to be in the top [...] 

 

@ ST. CATHARINES 
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 
INTERNET I: INTERNET 
BASICS 

@ ST. CATHARINES 
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 
INTERNET II: FINDING 
INFORMATION ON THE 
INTERNET 

@ ST. CATHARINES 
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 
TODDLER TIME 

BELLY DANCE 
CLASSES 

Brock University 
Research Study  

CATS  

Today 

City of Niagara Falls 
Canada Day Celebration 
2008 

City of Niagara Falls 
World Challenge Day 
2008 

Crisis Line Volunteer 
Training 

Euchre Card Party 

Meridian Walk for 
Families 

Singles Spring Dance 
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